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Qur’anic narratives constitute a substantial portion of the verses of the
Qur’an. These narratives are not merely historical or storytelling accounts;
rather, they encompass a broad range of ethical, mystical, social, and
intellectual teachings. Among them, the story of Misa and Khidr is of
particular importance due to its distinctive characteristics and has therefore
attracted considerable attention from Qur’anic commentators. This study
presents a comparative analysis of this narrative in Tafsir-e Manshiir-e Javid
and Tafsir-e Nemiineh using the method of thematic analysis. Based on the
textual content of these two commentaries, the thematic networks related to
the story of Miisa and Khidr were identified and their systematic structures
were mapped. After constructing the thematic networks in both interpretations,
the relative weight of the basic themes within each organizing and overarching
theme was also determined. The comparative analysis shows that Tafsir-e
Nemiuineh, with only a slight difference, contains a broader range of basic
themes and addresses more dimensions of the story of Miusa and Khidr.
Furthermore, an examination of the distribution of basic themes within the
organizing and overarching themes reveals that the two commentaries share
twelve organizing themes. At the same time, each commentary also includes
distinct organizing themes that are situated within five shared overarching
themes. This finding indicates a difference in the perspectives of the two
commentators regarding the story of Miisa and Khidr. Although the total
number of basic themes in the two commentaries differs only slightly, the
weighting and placement of these themes within the organizing thematic
categories vary, reflecting differing interpretive emphases.
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