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Many grammarians and exegetes have proposed multiple meanings

for Arabic prepositions, a practice that has sometimes led to the
assumption that these particles may function synonymously. A key
issue within this discussion is whether certain prepositions—
particularly i/ (') and lam (2¥)—can substitute for one another and
be used interchangeably within linguistic structures. The Qur’an
contains numerous instances in which these two prepositions appear in
close semantic proximity or seem to operate in place of one another.
Given that the Qur’an is divine speech characterized by exceptional
eloquence and precision, every element of its language—including
prepositions—must be understood as intentionally and purposefully
chosen. For this reason, many scholars reject the notion of genuine
synonymy among such particles.
This study employs a descriptive-analytical, library-based method to
examine Qur’anic verses where ila and Ilam appear to function
interchangeably. Its goal is to clarify the semantic and rhetorical
functions of these two prepositions by drawing on exegetical
discussions, analyzing their use across different contexts, and
evaluating the two prevailing scholarly positions regarding their
synonymy. The findings indicate that, because prepositions lack full
semantic independence, ila and lam cannot be regarded as true
synonyms. Rather, each derives its specific meaning from the verb it
accompanies. Consequently, cases of apparent interchangeability
should be attributed to verbal entailment rather than to synonymy of the
prepositions themselves. Such usage also reflects an intentional
rhetorical feature of Qur’anic expression.
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