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The wide reception of “scientific interpretation” of the Qur’an in
recent centuries among various scholarly circles gave rise to three
historical approaches typically described as extraction, application, and
employment. The first sought to extract the sciences from Qur’anic
verses; the second treated scientific interpretation as analyzing and
applying scientific theories to the Qur’an; and in reaction to the
excesses of both, a third, more moderate approach—variously labeled
interpretation proper—emerged. Conflating these three approaches into
a single phenomenon has undoubtedly contributed to the rejection of
scientific interpretation among Muslim scholars and has led some—
apparently including Allamah Tabataba’i—to oppose it. This article,
using a descriptive-analytical method with a Qur’an-centered approach,
examines Tabataba'1’s view of scientific interpretation and explains the
apparent duality in his treatment of “scientific verses.” In some
passages, he explicitly states objections by articulating conditions and
constraints for scientific interpretation, yet he does not affirm any one
type of scientific interpretation in categorical terms. In many cases,
alongside interpreting verses with scientific import, he cites and
supports contemporary scientific theories in ways that bolster his own
exegetical position. Conversely, he deems interpretations that
contradict firmly established scientific findings to be invalid and
admonishes exegetes to avoid such conflicts. The evidence thus
suggests that Tabataba'1 cannot be neatly classified by later scholars as
simply an opponent, a proponent, or a moderate advocate of scientific
interpretation.
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